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Christmas 1, 2009
Preached:  December 27, 2009 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

Hebrews 2:10–18
10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.” 13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”

14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Hebrews 2:10-18
“Made like His brothers in every way”
Intro:  When He was born, Jesus had ten fingers and ten toes, just like everyone else. He had two eyes, two ears, a nose and a mouth . . . We can get the false impression that He is just a fictional character in a book, but nothing could be farther from the truth. Jesus is a very real flesh and blood man, like you.
It’s easy for us to compartmentalize people who live in some other place or time, people we never get to actually see or touch. But when you travel to a foreign country and speak to them in their language and interact with them, you have these moments when it sinks in how real they are (share my experience of Germans losing their temper, exuding sexual attraction or showing kindness and hospitality by inviting me into their homes). 
The author to the Hebrews impresses on us that Jesus was real. He had to be one of us to save us.
A. It was the only way for Him to destroy the devil.
1. The devil cannot affect God. Only by taking on human flesh could Jesus:
a. Be tempted by the devil

b.Withstand his temptations

c. Feel the foreboding of death

d. Enter into death
2. It was the only way He could help us.
a. The only way He could take our fear of death away.

b. The only way He could take death away.

c. He made Himself the sacrifice of at-one-ment for our sins.

B. Now we have fellowship with God.
1. We are no longer “homeless” people left out in the cold

2. We have been brought into God’s home/God’s family.

a. We have the privilege of having Jesus call us “brother” (v. 11).
b. He has sympathy for us—He knows how our temptations feel.
c. But He does more than just feel for us; He does something for us.
1. Washes us clean when we give in to temptation

2. Enables us to say “No” when the devil tempts.

Conclusion:  This Sunday after Christmas causes us to wonder at what it means that God became flesh! It (the Gospel) leads us to wonder, “When did Jesus’ human mind become aware of who He was?” It moves us to become more aware of what a rich, intimate blessing we have as Jesus’ brother/sister. What a comfort the Christian faith is compared to all other faiths (v. 18):  We do not have a God who so far removed that He doesn’t know what our experience is like. We have a God who knows exactly what it is like, and became part of the suffering to deliver us from it.  Amen.
